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had failed; and the small group of financiers who had
cornered the money were not interested to let it circulate.
Decimus Brutus, the great hope of the conservatives, was
left so short of funds that he had to pay his troops in Cisalpine
Gaul out of his own chests; and no contributions were
forthcoming from his party.

Brutus and Gassius were drifting south, debating irresolutely
what could be done. The inability of Brutus to attend the
Apollinine Games that as city-praetor he should shortly be
giving, had sapped the last of his morale. Outside Neapolis
the young noble Domitius had a fleet of ships ready for a
wholesale patrician emigration. Cicero was despairingly
dictating philosophic treatises with one eye on a Greek text,
and bothering Atticus to make his balance-sheet meet.

Cassius alone hadn't given up hope. Trebonius was in
Asia, Cimber in Bithynia. The legions in Egypt were
recruited from Pompeian veterans; in Syria and Spain there
were embers of the late Civil War. If Decimus Brutus could
maintain his position, the Republic would yet stand against
the dictatorship of the mob.

At Rome Octavianus was mixing with the veterans and
giving all his energy to making the Games of Victory a
success. "Let the boy make his fuss about the golden chair/9
said Antonius, and announced that if Octavianus caused a
breach of the peace he'd be prosecuted.

ON the last day of the Games, which had been uproariously
celebrated as a protest in praise of Caesar, there was seen a
comet in the sky. Octavianus at once proclaimed that it
was a portent from the Divine Caesar, and placed in the
Temple of Venus a statue of Caesar, the head decorated with
a comet of gold.

"Let the boy have his gold toys,'* said Antonitis. "He's
a good understudy of Herophilus, the veterinary surgeon.
But I doubt if he'll make as worthy an end.5*

The people were deeply touched.   Cassar was coming back,

WOULI> Cytheris be present? That was the only thought
Gaillus had had since Nicias invited him to dine again at
Ddabella's. There was no Gytheris there; and when